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I / v 

f M  Name 

and:or common 

2 Location 

sireet & number Morrh of Route 6 3 0 ,  E of 0 3 d  Town Neck - not for publication 
-- - .- - 

F i r s t  
city, town Eastville X- vicinity of 

-. - -- -- congressional district (Pau l  S. T r i b l e ,  Jr. ) 
-- 

state V i r g i n i a  code 51 county Northampton code 1 3 1  

3. Classif icatisn 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
-. district - public 
2. building(s) .L private 
-- structure - both 

- occupied .- agriculture - museum 
unoccupied .. - commercial .- park 

.- work in progress - educational -'_ private residence 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment - religious 

object -. in process X _  yes: restricted - government - - scientific 
- being considered yes: unrestricted . industrial .. transportation 

, no - military - other: 

4. Owner of Pronertv 

name Ben ja r r i n  Mears E s t a t e  - -- - - - -- ---- 
street & number c /o  Mr. a n d  M r s .  C. A .  Turner, K e n d a l l  Grove 

- -  .- -. .- 

city, town E a s t v i l l e  vicinity of state Virg i  n i  a 7 7347 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Normamp County courthouse 

street & number -- >-- 

Eastville Virginia city, town state 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys (21 t s ~ e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet XI 
(1 1 II istoric Americar, Buildings 

tltle Survey Inventory  ,--.. - has this property been determined elegible? - yes - no 
- .- 

date 1969 
-. 

2- federal -. state - county - local 
- ---- 

depository for survey r e c ~ r d s  Library of 
-- ,-- -----. --- 

city, town Wash in9ton state D. C ,  
- -  -- -- - -. 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
- excellent - deteriorated - _ unaltered original site 
- good -. wins - altered -. moved date N/A - -. 
X fair -- unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known] physical appearance 
* 

Westover, _an  unoccupied  Northampto,; County residence,  is Located off Route 6 3 0 ,  .4 of a 
m i l e  southwest of  14attawornan Creek. The gambrel-roof structure was first erccted a s  a 
s i n g l e - p i l e ,  three-bay house  around 1750. A two-bay ex tens ion  was added to the west in 
the third quarter of the 18th cen tu ry .  A rear ( n o r t h )  k i t c h e n  w i n g  constitutes a late 
19th-century a d d i t i o n .  The Flemish-bond b r i c k  east e l e v a t i o n  has an English-bond chimney 
w i t h  steep s lop ing  haunches  and a corbeled b r i c k  cap. The w e s t  end, believed to have 
been executed in b r i c k ,  is now weatherhoarded w i t h  a later ex te r io r  ch imney  in Flemish bond. 

The f r o n t  ( sou th )  e l e v a t i o n  is covered w i t h  weatherboarding and con ta in s  the  main 
entrance. The e n t r a n c e  c o n s i s t s  of a replaced-glass and wood-paneled door w i t h i n  a simple, 
one-part: a rchi t rave .  The  e n t r y  is she l t e red  by a shed-roof porch that was added in the 
late 1 9 t h  or e a r l y  20th century. R e a r  entrances are  located off t h e  kitchen w i n g .  Fer'les- 
t r a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  of r e p l a c e m e n t  1/1 huna sash on the north and s o u t h  elevations.  The east 
and west  elevaticns have 4/4 hung sash. The windows have been boarded up wi.th plywood. 
The roof is covered by wood shingles. 

The p l a n  of Westovcr consis ts  of t w o  unequal-sized rooms, separated by a c e n t r a l  
passage that l eads  to the e l l .  The  passage con t a in s  the main s t a i r .  The open-wcll, closed-  
string s t a i r  has a square n e w e l ,  a moldcd handrail, square balusters, and a paneled s p a n d r e l  
The h a l l  also has a m l d e d  chair  r a i l  and baseboard. 

The east par lo r  is the ea r l i e s t  of the t w o  principal rooms. The e a s t  w a l l  is f u l l y  
paneled and consis ts  of paircd v e r t i c a l  panels over a cha i r  rail and smaller pane l s .  The 
panels  f l a n k  a large horizontal p a n e l  over t h e  fireplace. The wall has been vandalized, 
and one vertical panel  has been removed. A t  one time the large horizontal pane l  was c u t  
a n d  fitted w i t h  a stove pipe.  The r e r ~ a i n i n g  walls a r e  plastered and have a flnely molded 
cha i r  rail and baseboard. T h e  end  wall of the w e s t  parlor a lso  is fully paneled. The 
panels are smaller t h a n  those found i n  the east  par lor  w i t h  two elongated I-iorizontal pane ls  
over the f i r e p l a c e  archi t rave  f l anked  by a cupboard. A f i n e l y  molded c h a i r  r a i l  d i v i d e s  
the wall and ornaments the remaining plastered w a l l s .  

The second f loor  is divided i n t o  t h ree  chambers, less elaborate than those on the 
first. A rare surviving feature in the middle cttamber is a wood t e s t e r  for a bed .  The 
t e s t e r  is nailed to the plastered c e i l i n g .  The  second-floor rooms have molded chair r a i l s  
and archi t raves .  

Wcstover sits in the middle of open fields which suggest its 18th-century setting. 
The house  is somewhat dilapidated, but the current owner has  made some e f f o r t  to protect 
it by boarding up the openings. 

RCC 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: - I 

The nominated property of approximately 50 acres i s  a f r a c t i o n  of the 18th-century 
Westovcr parcel of 200  acres .  The nominated -tract preserves the I louscrs rural s e t t i n g  in 
t h e  m i d s t  of farnlands which are bordered on the east by the waters  of Mattawoman Creek. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 

- 140CLl499 
, 1 5 0 & 1 5 9 9  

1600-1699 
IfOD-1799 

- t 80S1899 
- 1900- 

Areas of Significance-Check and iudtify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 

. - archeology-historic conservation . law - _- science 
- agriculture - economics literature sculpture 
X architecture - educatlon . - military - social; 
- art engineering - music humanitarian 
-- commerce - - exploration.:'settlement - philosophy - theater 

communications - industry - politicugovernment - transportation 
invention -. other (specify) 

.- -- 
SpetHic dates .- 

2nd ' 3rd quarters BuildecArchiteet unknown 
l R t h u r + - - -  - - -. .- 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMZNT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Wcstover surv ives  as a rare and important   ample o f  18th-cen tury  vernacular architec- 
t u r e  indigenox to Virginia's Eas te rn  Shorc. L i k e  o the r  f i n e  Northampton County res idences  
of t h e  period,  the b u s c  has handsome i n t e r i o r  paneling, a br i ck  end, and an o r i g i n a l  ex- 
t e r io r  end chimney w i t h  s teep s l r ~ p i n g  h a u n c h ~ s .  An unusudl f e a t w e  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  is tke 
e x e c ~ t l o n  o f  the end chinney i n  English bcnd w i t h  a Flerr.ish bond end wzlL. westover's 
c r i g i n a l  sect ion,  covercd by a garbre1 roof, is t h o u q t t  by some authorities to dz.te f r o m  
thc fir.; t quarter of the 18th cenLury . Examined in l i q h t  of gambrel-roof houses on  Mary- 
land's E a s t e r n  Shore a n d  Tidewater  Virg i r - ia ,  howevcr, Wes tover more L i k e l y  da tes  ca. 1 7 5 0 ,  
t h e  period when the roof folm gained widespread popularity. It would have been erected 
at t h i s  time by Michael C h r i s t i a n ,  Jr. wFn is helieved to have added t h e  weslern pdr-lor 
s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r .  Although t h e  house h a s  been unoccupied f o r  a nun-bcr of y e a r s ,  it is 
stabilized. 

HISTORICFLL BACKGROUND 

Thc h i s t o r y  of the Westovcr trzct nay be traced to-ca. I620 when Governor G e o r g e  
Yea l -d tey  completed n c y o t i a t i u n s  w i t h  the Indian King BEbedeavon fox a neck o f  land on 
Mattawc~nan Creek now called O l d  Twm EJcck. 'The land r~maincc l  in the 7ea1-dley family, 
despite t h e  d i v i s i o n  of the o r i g i n a l  p a t e n t  by succeeding genera t ions .  In 1 7 2 2  Michael 
C h r i s t i a n  ;;l?r-rici: PL,~? ?owcl l ,  rlau7hter Q £  John and Sarah Ycardl.ey P o w e l l ,  who had i n h e r i t e d  
the 350-acre Westover t r ac t  at the  death of her f a t h e r .  

Michael C h r i s t i a n  came to the Zastern Shore from Scotland,  a f t ~ r  immiqsatiny f i rs t  to 
YUL-thern Ireland. From 1729-35 he served an the County Court  of Northampton and was 
x o m i n a t ~ d  a county sE.eriff i n  1723,  H e  was a l lwed  to operate a ferry f r o m  Hunqars to 
Hampton in 1731 indicating h i s  wealth and p o s i t i o n  at this tine. C h r i s t i a n  d ied  in 1736 
a n d ,  according to the invc l - [ to ry  of h i s  es ta te ,  had "a few books i n  p k y s i c k ,  surgerl and 
d i v i n i t y  ... severa l  b e d s ,  tables, chests, c l o t l ~ ,  brandy and medicine ..." The presence of 
mcd ic ine  as w e l l  as books on su rge ry  suggest t h a t  he prac t i ced  medicine. H i s  son, Michael, 
inherited the Wes tover tract..  

M i c h a e l  C h r i s t i a n ,  Jr. married Patience Michael i n  1747. Three years l e t e r  h e  w a s  
appointed tobazco inspector  for Northampton County. In 1.773 h e  was among t hc  t r u s t e e s  
appo in ted  to care for  Lndiac i n t e r e s t s  and l ands  in Northampton County. In 1781 he was 
appointed a menber of the House of Delega tes  from Ncrthampton 20un ty .  Fle died in 1753. 

As i nd i ca t ed  by its r d t h e r  spaciaus rooms, Westovcr was the home 2f a prosperous 
c i t i z e n .  The well executed pane l ing  f u r t h e r  a t t e s t s  to its builder's social s t a t u s .  An 
u n u s u a l  surviving fea ture  is a w o o c  t e s t e r  in t h e  middle chamber nailed to the plas te r  
c e i l i n g .  The tester  o r i g i  na11 was u s e d  for  h o l d i n g  bed h a r i y i n g s ,  an ~ m p r t a n t  and . 
valuable  c o m d i t y  in 18th-century inventor ies .  

( S ~ F  Cont i r .uat ion Sheet  fl) 



9. Major Biblioqraphical References - - - 
..J.. F o r m n ,  H. Chandlee .  The V i r g i n i a  Eastorn S h o r e  and Its British O r i g i n s .  Eas ton ,  MD: 

E a s t e r n  S h o r e  P l l h l i s h e r s  ' Associates, 1975. 
Northampton County Deed Book 28. - 

Land Tax Books 1782-1850. 
(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet #I) 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage at nominated property . 50. - . 

Quadrangle name F r a n k t ~ ~ n  & Cher t ton ,  Va. 

UMT References 

*11,81 141116/~IU,@ 14,1131619i110j 

Zone Easting Northing 

L : 24000 Quadrangle scale . . .. - 

B i l , 8 1  4 1 1 , 6 1 5 , 3 , 0 1  4 
Zone Easting Northing 

- ? -.-. . ..- 

Verbal boundary description and justification Beginning at a p o i n t  1400 ' FI of Mattawoman Creek, 
3 2 0 0 '  14NE of State mute 6 3 0 ;  thence extending 1400' E to W bank of s ~ i d  creek;  thence 
curving and f o l l o w i n g  s h o r e l i n e  of said creek 5W, t hen  E, t h en  NE, t h e n  S for  approximately 
2 7 0 0 ' ;  thence extenc1inq almost 1700' w to ~rivatc drive; thence ex tend ing  about 1100' NW 
to E side of access r o d ;  t h e n c e  following s a i d  side o f  s a i d  road 800 '  NE to p o i n t  o f  o r i g i n .  

state 
N/A 

code county 
N/A 

code 

I I Form Prepared By 

namettitle V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S t a f f  
.- -- . .... 

organization Virginia H i s  tor ic Landmarks  Commission date November 1980 
-- , . - 

street & number 2 2 1  Governor S t r e e t  telephone (804 7Hh-3 14 4 
-- . -- 

Richmond ~irginia 23219 citv or town state 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of thls property within the slate is: 

- national X -_ state - local 
- - - . -- - 

title Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission 
I 

For HCRS use only " ,  
J 

, , ' . ' ; . . , .  
1 hereby certify that thls property is included In the Natlonal Register 

date i 
Keeper of the National Reglster 

., Attest: , , 
, ,  , 

, , daf a i 
i,, Chlel at Reglstratlon , , -, ;" ,;,, ,:, c ' , , I . ,, 

, > ,  
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6. REPFESENTATION IN E X I S T I N G  SUWEYS 

2 .  V i r g i n i a  r l is toric Landmarks Commission Survey  
1968, 1969, 1975 , S t ~ t e  
Virginia H i s t n r i c  T-ardmarks  Commission 
2 2 1  Governor Street 
Ric3mond,  V i r g i n i a  23219 

6 .  SIGNIFICANCE 

The Westover prnpclrty passed to Christian's dauqhter , Susant-ah, hTho m a ? - r j  ed i son 
Armistcad. It continued to be owned by C h r i s t i a n  descer.dants urtil 1526 when i t  was 
sold to :. J. P o - ~ l s n n  an a 26-acre t rac t  for $G50. It is  owned presently by t h c  Benjamin 
Mears Estate, t h e  owners of Kendall Grove, an a d j o i n i n g  property . 

9, MAJOR E I R T , I O G R ; i P I l I C A L  REFEFE?:CES -- -- 

lrortharnpton Coun:y order -- - Bookrs; 19, 20. 
Persona l  Fxopsr ' ty  Tax Books lYO0 -1320.  
b 7 i l L  Sooks 14, 18, 2 7 .  

T u r n a n ,  Nora M. The Eas'ern Shore  of V i r g i n i a ,  1603-1964. Onancock: The E a s t e r n  Shore -- -- - - 
News, Inc., 1964 .  

Lpshur  , Thomas T. " S i r  George Y ~ a r d l  ~ y .  . .and Some of (his) Descendants," A l r ~ e ~ ~ u a r i  
H i s t o r i c a l  " J a y a z i n e .  ETashville, 1896. 

Whitelaw, Ralph ?. Virg: n i a  ' s  E a s t  ern Shore. Gloucester , MASS : Pe te r  Smith, 1968. 
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